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Abstract

This study aims at identifying attitudes of university students in Gaza governorates
towards crime news in the Palestinian news websites and their relation with students’
social characteristics. It also aims at spotting news websites they surf to pursue crime
news. In this regard, the study attempts to identify patterns of topics students prefer
to keep track with in the Palestinian news websites, their motives to do such, and
their social characteristics related to this type of news.

This study belongs to descriptive researches. In this regard, the survey methodology
was used and mass media survey method was applied. Data was collected using a
well-designed questionnaire distributed to (400) respondents representing students
from the main three universities in Gaza;, (The Islamic University, Al-Azhar
University, Al-Agsa University).

The study concluded with several results, the most important of which were: A
percentage of (53.6%) of the investigated respondents pursue crime news via news
websites with a medium degree, (22.7%) with a high degree, and (17.9%) with a low
degree. For those who do not pursue crime news, a percentage of (69.6%) attributed
their attitudes to the incompetency of news websites in delivering crime news, while
(56.5%) attributed that to their disinterest in crime news, and (47.8%) of them
attributed their attitudes to the fact that crime news awaken turmoil among society
members. The study also showed that there are no statistically significant differences
in pursuing crime news in the Palestinian news websites by the Palestinian university
youth attributed to their mood during surfing such websites.

The study reached a set of recommendations, the most important of which are:
Palestinian news websites should consider validity and creditability standards of
information presented to the public. Crime news presentation should maintain
accuracy, and full freedom should be provided to all opinions and ideas aiming at
developing and improving the content. Palestinian news websites should focus on
circulating positive values that link the Palestinian youth with their social and
political reality as well as dropping negative values that disincline them of living in
such reality. Crime news should be tackled down thoroughly with proposed
solutions. Crimes should be also analyzed legally, lawfully, physiologically, and
socially.
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